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Christine Mallette, Chairperson, Salmon ManagersFROM:

DATE: July 10,2001

SUBJECT: Grand Coulee Operations

SPECIFICATIONS:

Between now and July 22, discontinue refill and pass inflow from Grand Coulee, plus the
additional volume ofwater stored between elevation 1280 feet and the present elevation of 1283.8 feet,
to reach an elevation of 1280 feet by July 22. Based on the inflows projected in the SSARR dated July
9,2001 and the projected additional volume of 147.8 KSFD now in the reservoir, we estimate an
average outflow from Grand Coulee of 72.4 Kcfs during this time period.

JUSTIFICATION

The historic passage dates for the majority of the chinook subyearling migration at McNary Dam
are late June to late July. We are presently within this migration period. Entering this critical
passage period flows at McNary Dam have decreased dramatically over this past week, averaging
only 83.34 Kcfs for the past five days, in comparison to the 200 Kcfs flow target contained in the
2000 Biological Opinion. Along with the drop in flow, this same time period has been characterized
by a precipitous decline in the passage indices of subyearling fall chinook ( see table).

At the same time that flows have dropped, the temperatures at McNary Dam have increased
considerably over the past few days (see attached graph). If flows are not increased, a greater



percentage of the migration will be subjected to higher temperatures and suffer additional mortality.
While transportation is being maximized at McNary Dam, the collection efficiencies still leave a
considerable portion of the migration in the lower River. At these extreme low flows the travel time
through this reach will be extended. The requested operation results in flows at McNary Dam that are
on average about 12 Kcfs greater than the current planned operation. If allowed to continue, the
operation depicted by the July 9 SSARR shows a continued refill of Grand to an elevation of 1286.1
feet on July 16 with releases from Grand Coulee as low as 30 Kcfs, and then an increase in flows
subsequent to this date. This operation is not consistent with the needs of the fish migration, during
what should be their peak passage period.
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Two-Week Summary of Passage Indices

* See sampling comments http:llwww.fpc.org/currentDaily/smpcomments.htm

This means that one or more of the sites on this date had an incomplete or biased

sample.
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Historic and Realtime Water Temperatures at McNary Dam
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